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Support for industry 

On 6 March 1979, Fraser tabled the report of a study group on structural adjustment led by 
economist Sir John Crawford. The report concluded that higher levels of economic growth 
and employment could only be achieved if manufacturers became more competitive both at 
home and abroad. Substantial government assistance would be needed to encourage exports, 
to make industry more capital and skill intensive and to develop large-scale resource 
projects. The report held out hopes of tariff reductions in the long term, but opposed the 
immediate introduction of a program to reduce tariffs.  

The Government was not enthusiastic about a report which recommended increased 
Government spending and involvement in industry, although it endorsed its broad 
directions. Opposition leader Bill Hayden was more enthusiastic, calling the report a ‘general 
blueprint for action’ and criticising the Government’s ‘quaint but totally unjustifiable faith 
that market forces will right it all’. On 24 July Cabinet considered the recommendations of a 
committee of ministers who had examined the report. Cabinet endorsed the report in broad 
terms, including the need for industry to be more export-orientated, but it was cautious 
about making further specific commitments to tariff reductions or industry support 
(Submission 3341; also Decision 9559, not printed here).  
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