Assistance for the Olympic team

On 23 January 1979, Cabinet considered a submission from Home Affairs Minister Robert
Ellicott on Commonwealth support for the 1980 Australian Olympic team. Ellicott reminded
Cabinet of Australia’s poor showing at Montreal in 1976 and noted that the Moscow games
would be costly because of the need for athletes to acclimatise through pre-Olympics training
and competition in Europe. Finance was unenthusiastic, but Cabinet agreed to provide
$300,000 for pre-event training and a further $500,000 for the Australian Olympic Federation
on a dollar-for-dollar basis (Submission 2884; Decision 7499, not printed here).

Selected document

Submission 2884, Financial assistance for the 1980 Olympic and 1982 345
Commonwealth Games teams

344 1979 CABINET RECORDS — SELECTED DOCUMENTS



Submission 2884, Financial assistance for the 1980 Olympic and 1982
Commonwealth Games teams

[A12909, 2884]

COMFIDENTIAL

FOR CABINET M

Tith

Mhresner

o g

Fazlakion L
ELE L
pakoy

Lagislanon
Il

Lirgancy:
Cor | tca L wagrd et
ki b

Ciovaiulinbaan -
. MinsisreOepiy
Conaslbed
B chare
Sy iarmai
Can
- Ehm bacal e

- i 3

|

FINAMCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE 1980 OLYMPIC AND
1982 COMMONWEALTH GAMES TEAMS

B. J. Elliaoott
Hiniatar for Homa Affairs

To determine thae lavael of Commonwenalth support
to the Australian Qlympioc Federation im its
praparations for the 1980 (lynpie Ganes with
ofigoing benefit to the 1982 Commonwaal th Gamas
T T .,

A submlission canvassaing poasible genaral
financiml apsiscance for the 1%80 Dlympic and
1982 Commonwenlth Games, inoluding pre—svent
training was required by Degisisn He T2T0. This
is consistent with previocus Dacision No 3384 of
19 July 14977 and Ha 5739 ef 28 Fobruary 1978.

HG

Ta be anncunced by Prims Hinistar an
1979 at launching of Olympie Appoal

10 Febroary

Printa inleter and Cabinatj
AlfElir=

Finance; Fareign

MO = Depr. af Finance disagresa with providing

additional fands in 19T8=T9
1978=79 £ 100, D00
1579=-80 §700, 000
19ED=51 -

Thigdooyrragal o ibe pmogep By of 788 Sooredst Gove rmen
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During tha toa bresk of the Sizxith Oricket Teat
in Sydney on Saturdsy, 10 Februscy 1075,

Tes

Hatienally through T.V., Radie aml Press

Ha

Announcemest will bo live on matienal tolevielisns
and 1= expecied Eo be reported on nabional fAevs

b

Hil

Augtralian Olymplc Federatisnm

Suppesrt of genersl public and natiomal sparts
asspciatlons can be sxpected

The Confedsrstisn of Australinn Sport may be
critienl that additional funds have pot been
provided for other than 0lympic sperts, This
can be exploinsd by roference to the speeial
nature af the Olympics and the funds seda
pvailable te these obher sports through the
Bporta Devalopment Program.

It may draw advorse comment from groups in
Asgtralia averss to holding the Ganss in Nescow
and Australia's participatics in them. This
saild be evercome by explaining the banefite %o
e gninad by participating.

Tha decsTa r s Eoerip of fhe fepirgiss orap s

346

1979 CABINET RECORDS — SELECTED DOCUMENTS



Submission 2884 cont.

CONFIDENTIAL

1. COHS THE IS5 1 As the mojordty
of Commenwenlih Gamss sporis are cpmmen to Lhe -El].;m;p-u;'

( ATTACHMEST B} this submissien ponosntrates an the 1%RBD
Olympic toas as any sssistance will bemefit bath Camaad
tobms. Specific assistance for the preparation of “the 1982
Commonveslth Camesd reéam will be scught at o laoter stage and
probably in the 1980-81 Budge® context.

z. Traditionslly. the Comsonveoalth provides asslistance
to belp Field Bustralisn Olympic teams, This hes alweys beon
in the nature of 'self-help' and has met really condidtuted
o major properticn af coste, For the 1976 Oames in Hontrsal,
che Governmenti peevidod #250,000 towards cravel coste, Ehe

'. rotal budget baing in the vioimity of 8O, 000,

g Augtralia did not de well in Hontresnl and jréater
Goverrment assisgtance wms scughi. The intreduction of the
E-pl;rl:l DavalopnanT Frogran in August 1977 has amsisbted Ta
somt degres, The preparation, transport and participation
caets of che Ausirsidian rteams For the Wintes Games in Lake
Placid, U.5.4., in Fabruaery 1980 and the maln Games 1n
Bussia im July 1980 require special additional help. A% che
same time ssaistance Tor thess Gemes could Do seen ma parl
of OGowermmental support For & pational sports Eraindng
program which was desighed to sacdurags and lmprove the
performence of our athletes not only im the Olymplos bat ot

. dthar fimes. I belisve sush @ program is highly desirsble amd
1 hops to bring back more posltive recommandations in ralation
to such & program sfter discussions with the Sports Advisary
Counsil.

k. For ita part, the Avstralian OLlympic Fedaration
{40F) bogan planning imeedistaly alfter Montreaal. It
reorganised its administraiive steasturs| dacidad te assars
itaalf over 1Ts affiliated sporte bodiss to take an aotive role
in planning and preparatien for 1580 ferced ltas affiliastes

ta plan ahesd; preparsd a budgoet to ¢arry oul thess plans =
£2.5m over the 4 vears leading up to Hoscow (ATTAGHMENT C);

-|+.I||‘h
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amd Lntreduced a marketingfranchising plan wich which It
inrends te raise £7,0m towards this buwdgut.

Fe Tha Eporta .iul__:l.'i.ﬂm Coumell has recogniesd thar
TrAnsportatlen costs and pre-event tralning and compatition
coElE rendtdtute che mafor preblen to Gawos' teams. L
discuanions with che AOF condirm this, Bocauae of ohospes
internacionol fase-, the AOF expecTs some reduction in Lie
bLI-I:ii!'I'I:Til!I averdeas faras [rom §ELO, 000 to semething above
E7R0, 000, Tm addirvlien, 11 has sdgettod for §1.0m aa
Corwapd plannlng granis which ie for pre-Games training.

- These #wsi s are much highor thas for provisus

- Gamed Becaure of rhe ADF's decislon Lo alcer teom travel
RrTALgERERTS,. Lo the pasi, all téam membesre wers axpected
mr Tly oin 8 charterwd opireraft from duscralia immadimtaly
badf'ere the Games cowmenced. Io 1980, the ACF will sllow
Ldama fo trovel lodupsndently to other parts of the woeld
fur pre=Gamed cenpeillion en route te the Gomes, Thay will
then moet in Fradkfurt ond trbwel together to Moscow, Thi-
approach will allew sporte @ goin imnportant intersational
compalition in Eurcps and For our teams: To acclimstipe to
the Horthern swmec, e,g. rhe o jorisy ef the Equestrian
team expects (o meve to England in Jansars 9AQD for 6 monchs
Irdiining on the Earopean »ifrculs.

' o I addiiion, re UBEA authoritiss heve Lewitad
Wk Ausrrallans to participace In & major sports Festival
in Mosesw Ln July "N9T9 = rhe Spartakiade, In all, 2,000
Torelgn competitors will attend. Escimaied Eransport and
onTriteing coele ars 75,000, Aocommsdiallon will be mog
by UVSSR. This hus n ¢ besn budgected for by the AGF or ch.
aports psseciations. Howsver, it would give Invaluakle
erperlence To Thuev whe st ramd,

B, In pendidering «ur approsch, 1 ss convineed tha
the Communwodlth's fontribution sheuld b both sigadficant

amd ldemclfiable, lri ki ilon, 1f =hould be meds in suoh &

why thati ic will beip the WF*s fund raiaing afforts,

«f5
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q, Oor fmitiarive of introcucing pre-svant trafning
grants for the recent Cosmnonwveslth Gamas in Ednonton was
warmly woleomed by sports altheugh some found it fco late %o
ho of maximian Benelit. EBecaose of its new forward plasmning,
ihe AOF i= in a beitar positican So use such grants fowy
training camps for naciconal sguids, overseas Craining tousre
fer salestod athleres, conduot of specisl competibions, eut=
cf-spnaon competitien in the northern hemisphere, and, of
courss, imvoclvemen! in tha Spartakiade.

1a. I am, thersfore, sesking speciel allescacions for
tha AO0F af V00,000 in 1978=79 snd §200, 000 in 1979-B0 for
. pro—avant training. These gromts would be olearly identdfded

for this purposs, enuld fnclude cosats oy the Spartakisde, and
would supplemens graonts madae by ':ht_.l.l'_'ll' under 1T oWR Erants
selhama .

1. In addicion, some form of grant Eowdrds transpori
angd gthar costs 1ls agprepriate. To meet ite toadget of §2."
nilidom, tha AOF axpascs 7o Faise §1.0 milliomn from marketlng
and franchising with the balarce coming Crom public
suhseriptions. I bealieve chat o fl for &1 subsidy up o o
marimum af §500,000 Tfor funds Taised ofher than by marksbing
and franchising would sncourage poblic donmticnas and grestly
mapist tha A4F.

. 12, DPTIONS: Adtermatives consldered fmeluded meklne
& pAca—dnd-fer-all §10 nillicn grant te the AODF or mostimg Tull
trunsportation coste, [ discarded the lormer as improcEicnl
and the latter becauae Lr 18 too cpeun ended and £ would
Flaetuates from Games to Games, I pegfer the option proposed
becadss the pra=-svent training grants are for a speoific
PUrposs and ars smaily ldentif Led whille ths %1 for $1 subsidy
hms an inbtuilt incentive For the AGF to rmise the balancs of
ite requirsmants.

i3. EEH.I.H:HL cmsmm:;mﬁu Thase granls are Special
grants over and sbove the Sperts Development Program alloomtlon,
In 19TE-TE §100,000 would be reguired under Additionsl Estimatcas,
Ths balonces af §700,000 weuld be regquired by the AOF in 19F9=80

au B
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ad the Oamps sra ifn July 1080 wnd all ocosis will have h-
b# met pricr to the Games. If tha Govermpest did not winh
ra make the full amgunt availmble in 197%=80 the AOF
would, ne doubt, accapi a Governmant guarantos that itha
balapcs weuld be previded early in July 1580,

1. CO-ORDIKATION: The Departmsnta of Prime Mimister
and Cabinet and Foreign Affairs agroe with the recommebdstions,

15, The Department of Finance notes that by Declslos
Ho 5739 of B Febpuary 97 Cabinet ageoed, inter alia,. that
the Sports Advisory Council e asked o consider the best
way of dncluding furure O0lymple and Commonwealbh Canss

... assistance within the Sparcs Development Progran. Oebinaex
further noted, in Decisian Ho 7270 of 28 Hovember 1978 than
tha then Hipnister Tnr Ervirenment, Mousing and Conmintty
Doveloprisnt was To 3K the Sports Advisory Council ta
investigate and make recommendations for o Rational BparuE
Program whinh woiald cowver Glympic aml Commonwealth Games
pesdatanea, Astion on this proposal has not yet baem
completed,

16 In amy event, on buedgatary grounde, Finance doss
not sapport the provision of funda addicional to the Sports
Davalopnent Program for pro=ovent truining in V9TE=TH,

iT. Similaris, ion fuiure years, provisien for thie
[ ] purposs sheuld bo made [rom whatsver funds are allocated in
the Budget te the Sports Development Progsan.

e, TIHING: The Prine Minister iz to launch tho
AOF publie appenl for fusds on 10 Februery 7979 and is to
snnounce the Commonwealih's contribution akt that time

[ ATT Ad.
TP EECOMMENDATIONS) It is roecommended that Cabinet
(a) @pprove specisl grants to the Australisn Glympde

Fadoration far preo=svent tralning and oompe tdtion
for Austrsiie's 1980 Odympic taan of § 10D 00
in 19TE<79 and $200,000 in 1975-80;
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ib] approws = further grast tn the Australlian
Olympic Federacion in 1975-80 on a $1 far
1 basis uwp o 4 mAxisam of §300, 000, for
funde raimed by tha Federation owver and

shova Lte markating and fronchising pregramn)

lel agres thaer rheae grants ba anngunced by the
Prime Minister whesn he opens the Olymplc
Federation® - publie appoal for Fumds:

1d] agres that & furiher submissian be hrnught
Fursard, a' an spproprists time, whiah
migpasld IPPToOpT inra Commonwes | Lh fupport

' for (ha Me? Comreenwaal th GaEe = e

R. J. Ellirept!

Ie Jameary 1977
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