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Assistance for the Olympic team 

On 23 January 1979, Cabinet considered a submission from Home Affairs Minister Robert 
Ellicott on Commonwealth support for the 1980 Australian Olympic team. Ellicott reminded 
Cabinet of Australia’s poor showing at Montreal in 1976 and noted that the Moscow games 
would be costly because of the need for athletes to acclimatise through pre-Olympics training 
and competition in Europe. Finance was unenthusiastic, but Cabinet agreed to provide 
$300,000 for pre-event training and a further $500,000 for the Australian Olympic Federation 
on a dollar-for-dollar basis (Submission 2884; Decision 7499, not printed here).  
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