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The environment 

1979 saw a number of major decisions on the environment. In March, Cabinet agreed to 
proclaim the first stage of Kakadu National Park and to ban whaling within Australia’s 
200-mile fishing zone. The whaling decision did not please the Western Australian 
Government, despite the fact that the Cheynes Beach whaling station at Albany had closed in 
1978 (Submission 3038; also Decision 7875, not printed here).  

In May, Cabinet decided to ban oil exploration on the Great Barrier Reef at least until the 
results of both short and longer term research were known. Arguments against the ban 
included Australia’s diminishing self-sufficiency in oil and the fact that the risk of oil spills 
would be minimised by the quality of technology and supervision (Submission 3205; also 
Decision 8841, not printed here).  
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Submission 3205 Petroleum exploration in the Great Barrier Reef region 
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