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Indigenous affairs 

On 23 April 1979, Employment Minister Ian Viner briefed Cabinet on the progress of the 
National Employment Strategy for Aboriginals. Eleven Community Development 
Employment Projects were employing more than 600 people in remote areas and more 
projects were planned, although further growth was constrained by a lack of staff and 
funding. Training schemes to encourage Indigenous people into the mainstream workforce 
had also shown encouraging results. However, the Indigenous unemployment rate had 
continued to rise, and in February 1979 it was estimated to be more than 40% of the 
Indigenous workforce. The Commonwealth planned a campaign to encourage employers to 
hire Indigenous people and to strengthen requirements for Indigenous employment in 
Commonwealth construction contracts (Submission 3103; also Decision 8109, not printed 
here).  

There were prolonged negotiations with the Queensland Government over a request from 
the Yarrabah community south of Cairns for self-management and secure tenure. On 
20 November Aboriginal Affairs Minister Senator Fred Chaney told Cabinet that Queensland 
had generally failed to cooperate with the Commonwealth on Aboriginal affairs since the 
Commonwealth had entered the field. Exhaustive negotiations had been held with 
Queensland, but they were unlikely to be successful unless the Commonwealth adopted a 
firm stance. Cabinet agreed with Chaney that the Commonwealth’s preferred position was a 
negotiated settlement with Queensland, but it did not endorse his fallback position that the 
Commonwealth should legislate to acquire Yarrabah (Submission 3648; also Decision 10318, 
not printed here).  

 

Selected documents 

Submission 3103, Report on the National Employment Strategy for   313 
Aboriginals 

Submission 3648, Commonwealth/State relations in Aboriginal    321 
affairs – contingencies concerning Yarrabah 

 

 



 

Submission 3103, Report on the National Employment Strategy for Aboriginals 

[A12909, 3103] 

 

313  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3103 cont. 

 

314   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 



Submission 3103 cont. 

 

315  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3103 cont. 

 

316   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 



Submission 3103 cont. 

 

317  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3103 cont. 

 

318   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 



Submission 3103 cont. 

 

319  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3103 cont. 

 

320   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 



Submission 3648 Commonwealth/State relations in Aboriginal affairs – contingencies 
concerning Yarrabah 

[A12909, 3648] 

 

321  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3648 cont. 

 

322   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 



Submission 3648 cont. 

 

323  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3648 cont. 

 

 

324   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 



Submission 3648 cont. 

 

325  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3648 cont. 

 

326   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 



Submission 3648 cont. 

 

327  1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS  



 

Submission 3648 cont. 

 

 

328   1979 CABINET RECORDS – SELECTED DOCUMENTS 


