The Government and national symbols

Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser wanted to encourage greater community involvement in
Australia Day. The organisation of commemorative events was fragmented and most
Australians saw Australia Day as an opportunity for a long weekend rather than a
celebration. The focus on the arrival of Governor Phillip in Sydney meant that the day had
little significance for Indigenous people, non-British migrants, and people who lived in South
and Western Australia. Cabinet decided on 13 March 1979 (Decisions 7565 and 7780, not
printed here) to establish a new national Australia Day Committee to encourage a greater
range of celebratory events. However, Anzac Day was not seen as a viable replacement for
Australia Day, in part because Anzac Day was itself considered to be in decline (Submission
2976).

Cabinet received a complaint that customs duty and sales tax were imposed on imported
photographs of the Queen. It decided that locally-made photographs of the Queen were
readily available and that it was not prepared to support the legislation and Industries
Assistance Commission inquiry that would be needed to remove the duty and tax from the
imports (Decision 9805(IP)).

Cabinet considered the always delicate issue of how far advertisements about government
programs could be appropriately funded by the taxpayer. It decided that such expenditure
would be legitimate where it was non-political in nature and provided relevant information
to the public (Decision 9811).
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Submission 2976, Observance of Australia Day
[A12909, 2976]
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BRIFLTE Prima Ministar

Cabinst sgresd in Decisien Ho. 756% thei there
Purpotad b o showuld be more ampbesis en observencs ef Australia
Day as the focus af national celebration end
faaling &nd thet & pRpET be prepared with this i&
mind.
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b fims tp hawe as impsol on Lhe sbssrvanos af

Auatralin Day is 1 G&0.
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Submission 2976 cont.

COMFIDENTIAL

2
Pulilic Presentation - Minkrier's Proposals
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Pramiera will need Lo be informad of Lths credlion ol &
nevw Hationkl Committes amd ikat it will be prlrﬁriug
s Day

n Etr om the fixing of obeervence of Austrel
on 26 Jansary.

Existing Australin Day Couomeils

VWideoapraad

Aboriginils might oriticise the eslebrotion of Austiralis
Day az s reminder of the imterrwption Lo their
traditionnl way of life. This couwld be couniered by
miking the emphasisa of Avatralis Dsy the emerpence of
our phtionbhood, so% Lthe arrivel of Elyluin Pti]]ip,

Griticism could ba forthceming from tliuhlng Ausiralin
Bey Councils if thay do not see o role for themsolves

im the new sarrangemeni=. Barly conswltstion shouwld
avald this.
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Submission 2976 cont.

CONFIRDENTIAL

RACKER OUIHT
s 26 Jansery wae cboarved sz & holiday from 1838 unbil
1933 and wes cslled either Foundstion Day or Ansiverssry Dey.
Tt becama Australis Day im 1933 vBem it wvas geseited under this
title.
2. Tha obparvemca of the holidey on ths Hosdsy closast
to 26 Jemuary hes been the subject of debete for mesmy Fesrs.
The present irrangesest wes isplemsnted after discussloms over
seversl years in Premisrs® Conferences in the 1930%a.
3. Turing 197} nnd 1574 aldeapis were made by the
. previous Governmeni te ereste greater interest and imvolvemssnt
in dustralis Day. Theas had limited swocoss.
i Cabinat sgreed om 27 January 1977 (Decisisn No. 2145)
"that oonsideratisn skould ke given in the appropeists forum
Lo the Australis [ny holiday being held on 26 Januksy in futuras
youre bto smphasize the significsmce of the ocomseicn™., As a

peault ths matber vas diseussed ot the Fremisrs' Conference in
April 1977,

5. The transoript sBowas:
br Prassr - Tha propossl came up Shat the Austrelis Dey
. haliday should slways be on Avstrelin Dey io give grester
epignificancs te Australia Day. OF coursn, there iz & long .
weekesd ot the eod of Janeery. It has beoome the fraditionsl
tine for a sumber of events which might be upest If thers wis
net & lomg wenkesd.

Hr Bjelke-FPutorsen = It iz mot & holidey. I% is pappesed
in ba husiralis Bay. That £s why we got wverry fav pscplae there
on dustralis Doy = They sre all swvay. Se vhy have Lusirslis
Dey when you find thers is nok o greai denl of interest in it.

Mr ¥rean = Wa will not ba changing it in Mevw Scuth ¥nlas.

Mr Primsr — I supposs thit mont Biates want 4o continus with

= e CONFIDENTIAL
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Submission 2976 cont.

CONFIDENTIAL

Hr Duneisn = Tas.
Hr Hamsr - Tas,
&, furing 1970 the Pramisrs of Vistoria wnd Tesmnis vors
reperted in tha press sa having suggested roveriing bick Go the
notun]l dats.
b The Defsncs Porea ecorrently hl;l in acbive invelvement
im Australis Dsy celebrations. (Ses Attschment C.)
COS3INERL
8. Austrelisns should bewes & apeseific day svery yesir an
whish they cam eslebrete the energenss of thair natienhood. The
gnly sppropriste day appesca ta be 26 Japwery whick ix bha doy
of the srcival ef the first white setilera. Boweaver, thore sould
be moltl-million dcllar codts to imdwstiry if shasrvases of
dustralis Day is chasged Lo 2& Jamunry, for sxampls, abasstiesiom
s Mondays and Pridays when 26 Jaowiry falls s o Tussday or
Thursday -.na as additiomsel shutdown for ipduatry whem it falls
during the wesk.
9. Thame are curresily Ausiralis Day Oowneils in four States
and ths &4.C.T. (Ceuncils in esch Biats vere sstablished with
i{hg szpiztapcs of the Australinn Hetiwves dmagciation bot they
. Bo longer operate i Hev Sowth Wales, where festivities are now
grgenised by ths Sydney Cowe Redevelopmeni Aubharidy, and Wastern
Aistrslin,] Thess bodiss and srgsnisations such ax Apex Clubs -
pad Geod Meighbour Coussils hawe hed limited success in Fecant
yuara im arouwsing intsrest apd participation in Ausiralis Day
oelahrations .
10, Thare is & nen=government naticnel Australin Dy
Coansil in existsnce, buit it does mot appear to be motive, AR
indisitisn af lsck of soordipmtisn ot the oational level is ibik
the Csuncil® in tha A.C.T. apd Victoris sachk pame iheir own

"hpabtealian of the Year®.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Submission 2976 cont

CONFIDENTIAL

Fa

il The saphasis in existing selebratisns has bsan
te commemorate the landing of Gavermor Fhillip in Sydney
Bovs. This bas litvile appesl for largs sestisns of She
sommmnity such aa noco—-British migrents &od Absrigieals.
Partharmora, this present smphasis could explsio the limited
interest of people livimg in Boeuth and Western Ausiralia.
12, Aazee Day hos in the past probably bess eloasr
theg Austrilia Day %o 6 Asy &n which Austrelisns celebrots
the emergemoe of their sabicobood as everyone, regerdiess
. of aptestry or baakgreund, cowuld cemmenorata the coursge
&pd achievemests &I thess whe fought to prezesrve the Fresdem
af this sountry. In recest years,; bowever, there hea baes
o decline in the pumbers atiamding processions nnd memorial
sarvices dus In part te the sgeing of ex—service parsens
and to L chamgs in sttitode to the commameritien of waclfars.
In addition, bazsc Day medns litils ts the many recemily
prrived immdgrants from moo=Britiszh beckgrounds, Amssc
Tay is @mot & substitute for Australis Imy.
1%, i pew nitiona]l Adustralis Dey Commitiee uhuu._!.d b
. erestad by the Pedersl dovernmest to sdvise on snd osordinate
afforts te foster obeervense of Awstrslia Day through existing
husirolis Day orgsnisstions and other crginissticns such an
caltural, hkistorieal, s#thmloc, sperting, childras's amd yoeuth
groups. The Cemmittes's prime fosctisn should be te atieulets
thess groupa to srgamiss functione and sventa im ikeir
opontributian I.;: the salebration of Ausiralis Dmy. It skould
mot be sctasily invelwed QB the eFgaBisatien of celebrailoms
anpd slher svents om Austrelis Dy, Hn'«ruru: it could; s
pEcEBEsTy, coeordisats afforts and help publioise celebrations
and fenctions,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Submission 2976 cont.

CONFIDENTIAL

FINANGLAL CONSIDERATIONS

14, 50,000 is estimiied to be necesseTy ia 197%-B0 ta
parmit the Commitiss to publiciss its existencs and ite
objuetives amdl to promots perilcular #venta H-I.t-. hnwve Lha
potantisl for Enwvolwing & wida ggation of the community &nd
for anes=only enceursgemens graats. Treval coats for the
Committes &nd 8 ssorsiarist [vhich weuld bs leeated in the
Dapartment of Home Affwirs] snd sibiiog foee for the Committes
pembers 8re included in this ascust. The cest womld déclime

gubstantislly Lin subseguent yenrs Ga less sncouragenent graats

would be neceasBEY.

GOMMOSWELLTI, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERWWENT RELATIONS
1% These are imperisnt &a eooperaiion sh a1l leveles of

goverpmant will be meceasery %o sptabhlish and mintain cominoks
with greups and srgemisstioms at the mitisnal, Biate apd local
goversmast levels, Te this end the Committes members shouwld

be selsctsd on the basis of regiomsl ropreasntatlion s wall ma

commuaity intarests.

1. Finanee considers that, if Ministers agres ta the
satsblighnent of the Cemmittss, its fupctions shsuld be mclaly
advisory. More pariisulerly, Finenca questisns the desiFability

of ampowering the Commiibes i maks grants or to fipance
particular activities,

RECOMMENDAT [0S

iTs I rucammend that -

{8 & mev Nationsl lustralis Tay Committes Fesponaible to the
Hiniater for Heme Affairs be st @p o advise on and

qoprdinatis sfforis to fostar tho phasrvance of Apatrelis

CONFIDENTIAL

aundT
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Submission 2976 cont

iuh

fe]

L4}

CDNFI[?E_NTIAL

Day through priating Australis Dy oprgenieatiens and
giber organisebisns &uch &3 eultural, historieal, sthnic,
spacting, children's and youikh growps.

The Committes cemprize % to 11 nambars nslacted from &8
wide & speotrus of Lha pommunity as poasible with
particular emphisis ol raglional rupresssintion sl
cermanity lntereste.

Additional fusds of $150,000 ia 1579-80 and $75,000 im
1980-81 be sppropristed te the Depariment of Home AfEnira.
The Commities be nplked on & mabiar of argemcy Lo advise
op whether busiralis DAy phould be eelebrated mach Faar
on 26 Jupukry or os the pearssl Monday am & presant.

In doing 8o it should appsult widely Lo ascecbainm Lha
cogiem of awoch o cREDQgS .-

knzae Day be not considered ia ao alternative for Rashralis

s

{Malesln Fraser)

2% Pabruary 1974.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Decision 9805(IP), Duty on imported photographs of the Queen
[A13075, 9805(IP)]

CONFIDENTIAL

Copy  INT 57

CABIHET HIRKRUDTE
Lodustoy Polic Lotai

CanberrTa, 19 August 1979

._ Dacision Ko, SEOS(IF}

dithour Subnission = Duty on Imported Fhotopeaphs of che
o
The CommlCTaas
(a] ooted chat the Hinlster Eoe Business and Uonsumet
Affairs had vecelved rapresentations relating
to the duty and sales tax curvently payable on
imported photographs of The Cusen;

{b) mwted that the duty and fax could not b remaed

without a8 inguity by the Indugtrles Assistanta

Coamnbssion and lagislaticn;

(e} moted that Australlan-mede prints are readlly

available; and
(d} endorsed the Minister's imtemtion to take no action

ta wary the ¢urrent ATTAREEMENLE.

Comnibbes 5 ebacy

CONFIDENTIAL
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Decision 9811, Advertising government expenditures and activities
[A13075, 9811]

CONFIDENTIAL

Copr INT 87
CABINET MHINUTE

Canberra., 30 Ausguost 1979

Decision Ho. 9011

Without Submissisn = Advertising Covermment Expenditures
. and Activitiea
The Cabinet agread that -
.. (mb from time to time it would be appropriate for

the Government te place special advertisenents,
Aupplamanting normal dapartmental publicity.
on the axistence. size and purposes of major
Government expanditurcs and activitiss [(such as
pocial welfare programa, employment programs.
and activities arising from Defence expanditaces)i

(Bl the Ministerial Public Information Committaa,
in consultation with the oelevant Minister, ansuca
that any such adwertising is purely factual in

. ocontankt

i)l such adwartising, being deaigned to provide
ralevant information to tha public snd being
non-pelitical in nature, would entail a legitisate
use of public funds

iaj the proposed sdvertisemant on tha disposition of
reverne from the 1979/B0 Budget be framed in the
light of the guidelines at sub-paragraphs (b} and

(o) above; and
soaf2

CONFIDENTIAL
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Decision 9811 cont.

CON FlzDEHTIAL

Deole EL1l wll

(@) the abowe points be drasn ugon in anewsring
gry gquastions that might arise in relation

ko thess nabEaEs.

M. G

far Secrotary to Cabinet

CONFIDENTIAL

19 1979 CABINET RECORDS — SELECTED DOCUMENTS



