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The Government and national symbols 

Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser wanted to encourage greater community involvement in 
Australia Day. The organisation of commemorative events was fragmented and most 
Australians saw Australia Day as an opportunity for a long weekend rather than a 
celebration. The focus on the arrival of Governor Phillip in Sydney meant that the day had 
little significance for Indigenous people, non-British migrants, and people who lived in South 
and Western Australia. Cabinet decided on 13 March 1979 (Decisions 7565 and 7780, not 
printed here) to establish a new national Australia Day Committee to encourage a greater 
range of celebratory events. However, Anzac Day was not seen as a viable replacement for 
Australia Day, in part because Anzac Day was itself considered to be in decline (Submission 
2976). 

Cabinet received a complaint that customs duty and sales tax were imposed on imported 
photographs of the Queen. It decided that locally-made photographs of the Queen were 
readily available and that it was not prepared to support the legislation and Industries 
Assistance Commission inquiry that would be needed to remove the duty and tax from the 
imports (Decision 9805(IP)).  

Cabinet considered the always delicate issue of how far advertisements about government 
programs could be appropriately funded by the taxpayer. It decided that such expenditure 
would be legitimate where it was non-political in nature and provided relevant information 
to the public (Decision 9811). 
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